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CAREER START-UP AWARDS HELP LAUNCH NEW RESEARCH PROJECTS

Dr. Bruce Miller notes, 0We have received extraordinary
support from the Larry L. Hillblom Foundation, sup-
port that has allowed our program to yourish and expand.6
In 2002, Dr. Miller was awarded a grant from the Hillblom
Foundation entitled 0A Hillblom Network Program for the
Pre-clinical Identipcation of Alzheimeris Disease and Other
Age-related dementias.6 This $425,000 annual funding
allowed the Memory and Aging Center to organize a popula-
tion at-risk for dementia, one of the most comprehensively
evaluated and studied cohorts in the world. Dr. Miller notes, i
0When we were initially funded, the idea of early detection :
and treatment of dementing conditions was rarely consid-
ered, while now this concept is widely accepted. Funding
from the Hillblom Foundation has allowed us to broaden the
concept of early dementia detection, while leading to new
diagnostic and treatment approaches. Our funding in 2004
by the National Institute of Aging as a national Alzheimerfs
disease Research Center was a direct result of this initial
grant from the Hillblom Foundation.4

The Larry L. Hillolom Foundation was founded in 1999 to
support medical research projects with particular attention
to programs undertaken at University of California cam-
puses. The benefactor of the Foundation was Mr. Larry L.

Katherine Rankin, PhD, Bruce L. Miller, M
and William Seeley, MD
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SPOTLIGHT

Studies Link Language Function and Brain Regions

Understanding the speech and language problems associated with degenerative diseases such
frontotemporal lobar degeneration (FTLD), corticobasal degeneration (CBD) and Alzheimeris disease
(AD) is a fundamental part of the work done by researchers at the UCSF Memory and Aging Cen-

ter (MAC). More than 100 individuals have participated in language research at the MAC over the
last pve years. A number of important pndings have come from the collective efforts of language
researchers at the MAC.

Leading the research team is neurologist, Dr. Marilu Gorno-Tempini, who has training in language
and brain imaging. She and her colleagues combine neuropsychological and brain imaging tech-
nigues, such as magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), to better characterize the various speech and
language depcits that can be early symptoms of neurodegenerative diseases.

Speech and language problems can be the prst symptoms of a neurodegenerative disease. Patients
often report problems with articulation or word-pnding. These word-pnding problems are typically
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